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2026 FLOWER SHOW CHAIRMEN 
Tucson GC President		Sheila Patcel			(907) 223-8371
General Chairman		```	Sheila  Parcel			(907) 223-9371                          Awards				Rosemary Wade		(520) 531-1652                      Classification 		            	MIMI Sallber 		             	                                              Entries	                			Mimi Salber			(520) 850-4630                                   Clerks					 Cece Delfs	 		                                                  Judges					Sheila Parcel			(907) 223-9371                            Design Entries*			Sheila Parcel			(907) 223-9371              Staging		                	Rosemary Wade		(520) 531-1652                            Placement, Horticulture		Ann Krsiean	               	(928) 642-0953               Hosting				Jennifer Moreland		(928) 963-6314                       Publicity				Ann K, Mimi S			(928) 642-0953                         Schedule				Sheila Parcel			(907) 223-9371                            Special Exhibits			Sheila Parcel			(907) 223-9371                Consultant Design			Sheila Parcel			(907) 223-9371                             Consultant Horticulture		Cece Delfs			(541) 571-7088
*Designs will be placed by entrant after being recorded by entry clerk.
.How to Write a Botanical name                                                                                                  1. The 1st letter of a genus is capitalized, and the entire genus is underlined or italicized.                                                                                                                           2. The species (2nd name of the binomial) is not capitalized, but, like the genus, is underlined or italicized.                                                                                                                                           3. The variety is written in lower case letters and underlined or italicized with or without the abbreviation var. preceding it.                                                                                                                                                                     4. The cultivar is enclosed in single quotes with the 1st letter of the name capitalized.                                                            5. When handwritten, genus, species, and variety names are underlined.
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GENERAL RULES
            
The 2023 edition of the Handbook for Flower Shows with its authorized changes will be used as authority.  Handbook link is www.gardenclub.org/flower-show-school-resources.  

This schedule is the Law of the Show.                                                                                                                                        
1. All properties must be marked with exhibitor’s name.  The Tucson Garden Club will assume no liability for damage or loss of personal property or personal injury.  
2. Entry cards are available from Rosemary Wade (520) 531-1652.  
3. Entries will be received Friday March 13, 2026, from 9:30-10:30a.m. Important:, entry cards are to be filled out in advance (address labels or in pencil. Do not use ink).  
4. Entries are to be removed no later than 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 14, 2026.  Entries will be removed by Tucson Garden Club after 4:00 pm.
5. Judging will begin at 11:00 a.m. Friday March 13, 2026. The decision of the judges will be final.  Award may be withheld if not merited.  
6. The show will be open to public from 1:00 -5:00 p.m. Friday March 13, 2026                         and 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Sunday March 14, 2026.
7. Only required personnel will be allowed with the NGC accredited judges during the judging.  The Show Chairman and Classifications must be available during judging for possible consultations.  
8. Each exhibitor is limited to one entry per class, except in the Horticulture and Botanical Arts sections.
9. Plants on the Arizona Department of Agriculture Noxious Weeds list are not allowed in the show.     
10. There must be emphasis on fresh plant material.  No artificial plant material is allowed in any division.
11. Horticulture entries will be placed by the horticulture placement committee only.  Design entries will be placed by the exhibitor assisted by the design placement chairman.

The NGC Standard system of awarding will be used as follows: 

One 1st (blue), must score 90 or above.                                                 

One 2nd (red), must score 85 or above.                                                   

One 3rd (yellow), must score 80 or above.                                                       

One or more honorable mention (white) must score 75 plus

Best-in-Show Award – 
 
Three (3) awards are offered, one (1) each in the Horticulture, Design, and Photography Divisions.  A rosette of blue ribbons  may be awarded to the highest scoring 90+ blue-ribbon exhibit in each division.  The Horticulture exhibit must be correctly named according to the binomial name or currently accepted scientific description.  


p. 3
DIVISION I—HORTICULTURE
“Dancing in The Garden”


 Horticulture Rules:  The NGC policies are printed in the Handbook for Flower Shows, Exhibiting in the Horticulture Division.

1  Horticulture specimens must be fresh plant material grown to maturity by the exhibitor.  Container grown plants must have been in the exhibitor’s possession at least 90 days, except for combination plantings which must have been in the exhibitor’s possession for at least 6 weeks. 
2. All specimens must be named, giving genus and species (variety/cultivar and common name added when available). 
3. Any class may be subdivided by General Chairman or Horticulture Chairman, if merited. 
4. The Tucson Garden Club will provide clear glass containers.  Wedging with clear plastic wrap is permitted, to be provided by the exhibitor.  Cut specimens should not have foliage below the water.  No Foliage can be used except that which is attached to the cut specimen.
5. Exhibitor may make more than one entry per class or sub-class, as long as, each is a different species, variety, cultivar, size, type, form or color.
6. Entry Cards to be filled out in advance if possible.  (May be typed, written in water proof ink or pencil).
7. Each exhibit will be judged according to the Horticulture Scale of Points found for each individual section of the Handbook for Flower Shows  Chapter 14, page 129.
8. All entries should consist of one specimen unless otherwise stated and then should be as uniform as possible.
9. Plants should be free of soil, spray residue and insects.  No leaf dressing permitted.
10. Specimens with a class designation in the schedule may not be entered in the ‘Any Other Worthy’ Class.
11.  Double potting is allowed as long as the inner pot is not visible.


Horticulture Scale of Points (see HB pg 129)
	
Conformance				 	  5
	Peak of Perfection				75
	Grooming/Staging				15
	Correct Plant Identification			  5
						Total  100	


BEST-IN-SHOW HORTICULTURE AWARD
Awarded to the highest scoring 90+ Blue Ribbon horticulture exhibit.
Note other Sectional horticulture awards are listed in p.5
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DIVISION I – HORTICULTURE (cont.)

     Tucson Garden Club will provide clear glass bottles for section A and G. Wedging with clear plastic wrap is permitted, to be provided by the exhibitor. Cut specimens should not have foliage below the water. No Foliage can be used except that which is attached to the cut specimen.  
     Sections B, C, and D, are Container grown plants & the following applies: Container grown plants must have been in the exhibitor’s possession at least 90 days, except for combination plantings which must have been in exhibitor’s possession for at least 6 weeks.

Section A - Herbs “Bagpipes ” - Eligible for Award of Merit
\Class 1. Lavandula (Lavender) One Stem, fresh cut not over 12”
Class 2. Rosmarinus (Rosemary) One Stem, fresh cut, not over 12”
Class 3. Thymus (Thyme) One Stem, fresh cut, not over 12”
Class 4. Allium (Garlic or chives)-1 stem, fresh cut, not over 12“
Class 5. Any Other, One Stem, fresh cut, not over 12”
Section B - Cacti and Succulents “Jigs” - Eligible for Grower’s Choice Award 
Class 6. One cactus in a pot
Class 7. One Succulent in a pot
Class 8. Two or more cacti in a pot
Class 9. Two or more succulents in a pot
Class 10. Cacti/cactus and succulent/succulents in a pot
Section C - Container Grown Plants “Reels”  -  Eligible for Grower’s Choice Award
Class 11. Grown for foliage
Class 12. Grown for flowers
Class 13. Herbs
Class 14. Any Other Worthy Specimen
Section D - Combination Plantings “Polkas”  - Eligible for Grower’s Choice Award
Class 15. Grown for foliage
Class 16. Grown for flowers ,
Class 17. Herbs
Class 18. Any Other Worthy Specimen
.Section E - Trees “Stepdance” - 1 fresh cut specimen, 24” to 30” long.
     Eligible for Arboreal Award
Class 19. Evergreen Tree
Class 20. Flowering Tree
Class 21. Fruit Tree
Class 22. Any Other Worthy Specimen
Section F - Shrubs “Hornpiping”  - 1 fresh cut specimen 12” to 24” long.
     Eligible for Arboreal Award
Class 23. Flowering
Class 24. Coned
Class 25. Fruited
Class 26. Any Other
Section G - Any other Worthy Specimens “Ceila Dance”
	Class 27. Annuals
	Class 28. Perennials
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DIVISION II – DESIGN
“Wildly Creative”

Design Rules
1. All designs must be the work of one individual.  An exhibitor may enter as many classes as desired, but only one exhibit per class.  
2. Advanced registration with the Design Entries Chairman is requested. 
3. Some plant material must be used in every exhibit.  Plant material does not need to have been grown by exhibitor.
4. Emphasis is on fresh plant material.  No artificial flowers, foliage, fruit or vegetables permitted.
5. Dried plant materials may be colored or painted.  Fresh plant material may never be treated.
6. All plant material used in the design must be identified on a 3x5 card provided by the exhibitor and included with the entry tag.  Plant material and non-plant material permitted in the Design Division are printed in the Handbook for Flowers Shows, Chapter 7.
7. Religious symbols used must be displayed in a respectful manner and in accordance with policies of local religious organizations.
8. American flag and other national flags are not permitted.
9. Landscapes or scenes are not permitted in Design Division. 
10. Living members of the Animal Kingdom and/or taxidermal presentations are not permitted in the Design Division.
11. The exhibitor is required to conform to the stated description and limitations of the Design Type if named in the class.  Rules for all Design Types are printed in the Handbook for Flower Shows, Chapter 7.
12. All design classes are limited to 4 entries.  Design reservations should be made with Design Chairman.  The exhibitor is expected to fulfill design obligation,  If unable to do so, the exhibitor is obligated to find a replacement.  Entry cards for design division are prepared by Design Chairman.
13. Staging and background information is given with each class.  All tables will be covered with black tablecloth..  The background may be covered or draped.
.                                                                                                                 

Design Classes Scale of Points (Handbook p. 130)
Conformance (to all type & Schedule Requirements)	                        14	  Design Principles (each principle worth 8 points)		                        48                   
Selection of Components					             	  8  
Organization of Components				                                     8 
Expression—Interpretation of Class by Exhibitor		                          8                
Distinction—Superiority in All Respects			                        14
                                                                             TOTAL Points	          100  


 BEST-IN-SHOW  DESIGN AWARD
Awarded to the highest scoring 90+ Blue Ribbon Design exhibit in Class 1 thru 3.
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DIVISION ii – DESIGN (cont.) 

All designs are designer’s choice of plant material. You must sign up in advance to secure a space.  If you sign up and then find out you can’t enter, you are responsible for finding a replacement
   
Class 1.  “Pot of Gold” – a Creative Design to be staged on a table space 30”w by 30”d by 40”h.  Designer may provide a 30” wide by 40” high staging panel and underlay.                  Class 2.  “Over The Rainbow” – a Creative Design to be staged on a table space 30”w  by 30”d by 40”h. .  Designer may provide a 30” wide by 40” high staging panel and underlay.                                                                                                                  Class 3. “A Little Bit Irish” – a 12” Creative Petite Design to be staged in a12”w by 12”d by 12:h black niche.  Designer may provide additional staging panel and underlay.                                                                        Class 4.  Celtic Brunch” – a Tray Table for one (tray not to exceed 20”w) staged on a table covered with black tablecloth.  (Refer to Glossary of Terms)
 
DIVISION III – BOTANICAL ARTS {Photography)
“Wonders of Nature”

Class 1.  “Wild Blue Yonder” Color photo of a sky scape – sunrise, sunset, rainbow, billowy clouds, etc. Include a 3x5” card with description of gwhere photo was taken.
Class 2.  “Birds, Bees, Butterflies”  Color photo of birds, bees or butterflies. Include a 3x5” index card with description of where photo was taken.                                                            Class 3. “Flowers” – Color creative photo of a flower or group of flowers. Include a 3x5” index card with description of time of day & location photo was taken  

SCALE OF POINTS
Photography HB 131
	Conformance
Interpretation of Class Title
	5                               10    

	Composition
Artistry/creativity
	25
25

	Technical Achievement
 Distinction (Wow Factor)
	25
10

	
	
Total	100



BEST-IN-SHOW PHOTOGRAPHY AWARD
Awarded to the highest scoring 90+ Blue Ribbon Photography Exhibit                                 

	
	


DIVISION III – EDUCATION      “Go Green”
A minimum of 18 square feet should be used.  Space may be horizontal, vertical, any combination of the two.  Exhibits for viewing only, not to be judged.
Exhibit A.  Conserving Natural Resources                                                                                Exhibit B.  Firewise Communities                                                                             Exhibit C.  Sustainable Gardening                                                                                 Exhibit D.  Pollinators
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THE PURPOSE OF A STANDARD FLOWER SHOW
To educate club members and the viewing public; to stimulate interest in horticulture and design; and to convey to the community the objectives of National Garden Clubs, Inc.


In Appreciation the Tucson Garden Club would like to express their thanks 
to Oro Valley Public Library for their gracious hosting of the Flower Show. 


GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Artistic Concept: Result of the creative selection and imaginative organization of all components in a design.

Class: Group of exhibits conforming to the same specifications.
Conformance: Adherence to schedule requirements and class description.
Creative Design: A design that results from the creative idea of the artist (rather than required patterns and established styles) which incorporates space within and thus is of space.  Characteristically eclectic in concept with minimum plant material, organized in three dimensions having great depth and structural clarity.  It may have more than one center of interest and more than one point of emergence.
Design: The organization of the Elements of Design (light, line, form, color, texture, pattern, size, space) according to the Principles of Design (balance, contrast, scale, dominance, proportion, rhythm) into a composition having beauty, harmony, distinction and expression.  A design may consist of a single unit or units, with or without other components, artistically combined. 
Grooming: Cleaning by removing soil, spray, residue, insect remains or damage, dead florets, dead leaves, etc.  Soil surface and outside of containers should be clean.
Labeling: Naming correct with complete botanical name as required by schedule.
Petite Design: A design ranging from 3” to 12”.  Schedule determines height, width & depth.  
Table/Tray for One: The Decorative Unit should be in scale to the one (1) place setting. The tray requires an appropriate-sized Decorative Unit with the stability of the Decorative Unit given importance.                                                                                                                         
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